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Wiscellaneous Seirctions, 


* Parious, that the mind—ftudious of change 
** And pleas’d with novelty, may be indulg‘d.” 
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ON FEMALE WIT. 


WIT has been well compared tothe 
dancing of a meteor, that blazes, allures,’ 
and misleads. Most certain!y it alone can 
never be a steady light ; and too probably 
it is often a fatal one. Of those who have 
resigned themselves to its guidance, how 
few has it not betrayed into great indis- 
cretions at least, by inflaming their thirst 
of applause; by rendering them little 
nice in the choice of company ; by seduc- 
ing them into strokes of satire, too offen- 
sive to the persons agaist whom they 
were levelled, not to be repelled upon the 
authors with full vengeance ; and, finally, 
by making them, in consequence of that 
heat which produces, and that vanity 
which fosters it, forgetful of those coo! 
and moderate rules that ought to regulate 
their conduct. 

A very few there may have been en- 





dowed with judgment and temper sufficient 
to restrain them from indulging ‘the rash | 
dexterity of wit,” and to direct it to pur- 
poses equally agreeable and beneficial. 
But one thing is certain—that witty men, 
for the most part, have had few friends, 
though many admirers. Their conversa- 
tion has been courted, while their abilities 
have been feared, or their characters hat- 
ed—or both. In truth the last have seldom 
merited affection, even whenthe first have 
excited esteem. Sometimes their hearts 
have been so bad, as at length to bring 
their heads into disgrace. 

At any rate the faculty termed wit 
is commonly looked upon wh a suspi- 
cious eye, asatwo edged sword, from 
which not even the sacredness of triend- 
ship can secure. 

It is generally more dreaded in wo- 
MEN than in men. Ina Mrs. Rowe, we 
inay presume, it was not. To great bril 
Yiancy of imagination, that angelic femal 
joined yet greater goodtiess of disposition 5 





eid never wrote, hor was ever supposed 
tu have said, in her whole life, an iil-na- ; 


tured, or even an indelicate thing. Of 
such a woman, with all her talents, none 
could be afraid. In her company, it must 
have been impossible not to feel respect. 
If aught on earth can present the image of 
celestial excellence in its softest array, it 
is surely an ACCOMPLISHED WOMAN ; 
in whom purity and meekness, intelli- 
gence and modesty, mingle their charms. 

Men of the best sense, however, 
have been usually averse to the thought of 
marrying a wirry female. Were they 
afraid ot being outshone ? Some of them 
perhaps might be so, but many of them 
acted on ditferent motives. Men who un- 
derstand the science of domestic happiness, 
know that its very firit principle is ease. 
Of that indeed we grow fonder, in every 
condition, as we advance in life, and as the 
heat of youth abates. But we cannot be 
easy where we are not safe. We are 
never safe in the company of a CRITIC ; 
and almost every wit is a critic by protes- 
sion. In such company we are not at 
liberty to unbend ourselves. All must be 
the straining of study, or the anxiety of 
apprehension. How painful! Where the 
heart may not expand and upen itself with 
freedom, farewel to real friendship, tare- 
wel to convivial delight! But to suffer 
this restraint at home, what misery ! 


| From the brandishings of wit in the hands 
8 


of ill-nature, of imperious passion, or of 
unbounded vanity, who would not flee # 
But when that weapon is brandished at a 
husband, is it to be wondered if, from his 
own house, he take shelter in a tavern! 
He sought a friend, hie expected to be hap- 
py in a reasonavle companion; he has 
tounda perpetual satizist, or a self-sufficient 
pratler. How does one pity such a man, 
when one sees him in continual fear on 
his own account, and that of his triends 
and tor the poor lady herself ; lest, in the 
run of her discourse, she should be guilty 
of some petulence or some indiscretion, 
that would expose her, and hurt them all. 

But take the matter at the best, there 
is still all the difizrence tn the world be- 
tween the entertainer of an 
and a partner for life. Of the latter, 
a sober mind, steady attachment, and 


evening, 
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sparkle will be often sufficient for the 


former. 
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THEATRICAL ANECDOTE: 
OR THE CANINE CRITIC. 

W wen Garrick first came upon the 
stage, and, one very sultry evening in the 
month of May, performing the character 
of Lear, he in the first four acts received 
the customary tokens of applause. At the 
conclusion of the fitth, when he wept over 


the body of Cordelia, every eye caught -. 


the soft infection, and the big round tear 
ran down every cheek. At this interesting 
moment, to the astonishment of every 
one present, his face assumed a new 
character, and his whole trame appear- 
ed agitated by a new passion : it was not 
tragic, for he was evidently endeavoring 
to suppress a laugh: in a tew seconds the 
attendant nobles appeared to be affected 
in the same manner; andthe beauteous 
Cordelia, who was reclined upon a crim- 
son couch, opening her eyes to see what 
occasioned the interruption, leaped from 
her sofa, and with the Majesty of Eng- 
land, the gallant Albany, and the tough 
old Kent, ran laughing off the stage. The 
audience could not account for so strange 
a termination of a tragedy, in any other 
way, than by supposing the DRAMATIS 


PERSON were. seized wiih a sudden 


phrenzy ; but their risibility had a dif- 
ferent source. 

A fat Whitechapel butcher, seated 
on the centre of the first bench in the 
pit, was accompanied by his mastiff, who 
being accustomed to sit on the same seat 
with his master at home, naturally thought 
he might enjoy the like privileve here. 
‘The butcher sat very tar back, and the 


quadruped, finding 2 fair opening, vot u 
on the bench, and nxing his fore paws on 
the rail of the orchestra, ps i at the 
performers with as wpa 
as grave an air, as the most sae 


critic of his day. Qus c : 
lerman was made of m 
not ? athe elu SM TPS eau we, 
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. . . 
being In so conspicuous, 


» obtrusive a situation, cavelhi the eye of 


Csane k, and the other nerformers. A 
masulf in a church-warden’s wig (for the 
butcher was a parish officer) was too 
i h, if wou 1 have prove. ec laughter 
ta Lear himself at the moment he was 
most distressed: po wonder then that 
had such an etect upon his representative. 
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SYMPATHY. 


*# Come then with me thy sorrows join, 


% And case my woes by tell 


ing thine.” 

Ir is a pure stream that swells the 
tide of sympathy—it is an exccilent heart 
that interests itself in the feelings of others 
—it is a heaven-like disposition that en- 
goges the affections, and cxtorts a sympa- 


thetic tear for the misfortunes of a triend. 


Mankind are ever subject Yo ills, infirmi- 


ties and disappointinents. Every breast, 
at some particular period, experiences 
sorrow and distress. Pains and perplex- 
are the long lived plagues of human 


ics 
; 
’ 


existence; but sympathy is the balm 
that heals these wounds. If a person, 


who has lost a precious friend, can find 
another who wiil feelingly participate in 
his misfortune, he is well nigh compen- 
sated for his loss. And delightful is the 
task, toa feeling mind, of scvttening the 
paintul pillow of the sick, amusing the 
thoughts of the unhappy, and: alleviating 
the tortures of the afflicted. 





Original Communication, 
eae ar ar ar or 1) +O > >) Ph pee 

FOR THE MERRIMACK MAGAZINE. 
REFLECTIONS 


THE TOLLING OF A BELL. 





ON 


Hark !—the bell tolls !—solemn in- 
ceed!—[t announces the departure of a 
-feilow mortal !—Flow often are we called 
to Visit the HOUSE OF MOURNING, and 
io follow our triends and dearest relatives 
to the silent mansions of the dead ! 

The idea of parting with a dear friend, 
excites the tenderest emotions, and fiils the 
mind with the most pungent grief—Why 
isitthus? While we are weeping over 
the grave, arc we not too apt to confine 
our thoughts to the little spot of earth 
prepared to retain the lifcless corpse, and 
to lament with bitterness of soul, its re- 
turn to dust from whence it came? Why 
do we pot expand our 
biisstul regions of immortality, and there 
view our friend solaced with delight and 
wonder, surrounded by myriads ot the an- 
gelic choir, who are shining and burning 
In love, and 

mirce of all 


bowing in adoration beto: 
the s 
exceilence, throu 
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and uncreated 


» the endless, boundless 
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purest blis#, and | 


'—no alloy—no abatement 

asures! Such are the extat- 
ic delights of the tollowers of the Lamb. 
‘© He shall teed them, and léad them to 


lasting felicity 
in all their ple 


self shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes.” Here is the believers hope, and 
consulation, God himself hath revealed it. 
Having this hope respecting our 
shall we mourn,—mourn that 
y are so scon released trom the ijls in- 
dent to human life, having struggled 
through a dissolution of nature, shall we 
wish them back again? No, let us rather 
mourn that we are left behind to enccun- 
ter the dangers and difficulties, sorrows 
and disappointments, which await us here 
below, and while we patiently endure, 
may we earnestly long for that period, 
which will be a ccnsummation of all 
sappiness, FIDELIA, 
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MESSRS. GILMANS, 

Ix DUCED by the interest [ feel in the ad- 
vancement of the usefulness of your literary pub- 
lication, I take ihe liberty to communicate the 
following translation from the French, which ap- 
peared in a periodical publication, in London, 
some vears since 3 should it meet your approba- 
tion, which I cannot deubt, its insertion entire in 
one of the numbers of your Magazine, will be 
highly gratifying to HONOKIA, 


cunifjeme 


QIN THE STUDIES PROPER FOR 
WOMEN, 


TO prohibit women entirely from learn- 
ing is treating them with the fame indignity 
that Mahomet did, who, to render them volup- 
tuous, denied them fouls: and indeed the great- 
eft part of women act as if they had really 
adopted a tenet fo injurions to the fex, and ap. 
pear to fet no value upon that lively imagina- 
tion, that fprightly wit which makes them more 
admired than beauty ittelf. 

When we coniider the happy talents which 
women in general pofle’s, and how fuccefs‘ully 
fome have cultivated them, we cannot with. 
out indignation obferve the litile efleem they 
have for the endowments of their minds, 
which it is fo eafy for them to improve, They 
are, as Montagne fays, flowers of quick growth, 
and by the delicacy of their conception, catch 
readily, and without trouble, the relation of 
things to each other, It isa melancholy con- 
fideration that the moft precious gifts of nature 
fhould be ftifled, or obfcured, by a fliamefu! 
neglect. 

The charms of their perfons, how power- 
ful foever, may atiract, but cannot fx us; 
fomething more than beauty is neceflary to riv- 
et the lover’s chain. By often beholding a 
beantital face, the impreffion it firft mace on us 
foon wears away. When the woman whofe 
perfon we admire is incapable of pleafing us by 
her Gmpverfation, languor end fatiety {eon tri- 
charms; 
hence dtifes the inconflancy wiih which we are 
fo viten roachec ; it is that barrennefs of 
ideas which we find in women that renders 
mien unfaithful, 


The ladies may judge of the difference 
there is among then, by that which they them- 
felves make between a fool who teafes them 
with Lis impertinence, and aman of letters who 
entertains them agreeably; a very lit Je labour 
would equal them tothe laft, and perhaps give 
them the edvantage. This is a kind ef victory 
which we wifh to yield them. We would, with- 
out envy, fee them dividing wiih us a good, 
whole value is always greater than the labour 
by which it is acquired, 

The more they fhall enlarge their notions, 
the more fubdjects of converfation will be 
found between them and us, and the more 
(prightly and effecting will that converfution 
be. How many delicate fentiments, how many 
nice fenfibilities ere loft by not being communi- 
cable, and in which we fhould feei an increafe 
of fatisfaction could we meet with women dil- 
pofed to tafle them. 

But what are the ftudies to which women 
may with propriety apply themfelves¢ This 
queftion I take upon myfelf to anfwer; and I 
entreat the ladies to pardon me, if among all 
the {ciences which exercife the wonderful activ- 
ity of the human mind, I pronounce that only 
fome are fit to be cultivated by them. I would 
particularly recommend to them to avoid all ab- 
(tract learning, all thorny refearches, which 
may blunt the finer edge of their wit, and change 
the delicacy in which they excel into pedantic 
coarfenefs, 

If their fex has produced Daciers * and Cha- 
taletst, thefe are examples rarely found, and 
fitter to be admiredethan imitated; for who 
would wifh to fee affemblies made up of doctors 
in petticoats, who will regale vs with Greek and 
the fyftems of Leibnitz. The learning proper 
for women is fuch as beft fuits the fott elegance 
of their form, fuch as may add to their natural 
beauties, and quality them for the feveral cuties 
of life. There is nothing more difguftful than 
thofe femate theologians, who, adopting all the 
animofity of the party they have thought fit to 
join, aflemble ridiculous fynods in their houfes, 
and form extravagant fects. A Bourignon },a 
Virgin of Venice|], a Madame Guyon§, are 
characters more detettable than libertines, like 
Ninon**, 

It is in fuch parts of learning only as afford 
the higheft improvement that we invite women 
to fhare with us, All that may awakea curiofi- 
ty, and lend graces to the imagination, fuits 
them {till better than us, This is a vaft field 
where we may altogether exercife the mind; 
and here they may excel us without mortifying 
our pride. 

Hiftory and natural philofophy are alone 
fufficient to furnifh women with an agreeable 
kind of ftudy. The latter, ia a feries of ufeful 
obfervations and intere!ting experiments, offers 
a (pectacle well worthy the conficeration of a 
reafonable being. But in vain does nature pre- 
fent her miracles to the generality of women, 
| Who have no attention but to trifles: ‘he is 
dumb to thofe who know not how to interro- 
gate her. 5 

*% Anna le Fevre, wife of Monfieur Dacier. She tranflated 
Florus, Terence, and Homer, and added very learnd notes 
of her own. 

t Gabriella Emmillia de Breteuil, Marchionefs du Chat- 


She explaincd Leibnitz, tranflated Newton, and com- 
-al inftitutions of hers, 





alet. 
mented upon him. We have philofophic 
which prove the force ef her wonderful genius to all Who have 
learning enough to render them capable of judging. 

¢t Antoinette Bourignon, a celebrated vifionary, who pur. 
ehafed the ifland of Norcftrand, to efiablih a fect of Myttics 
there. She compefed nineteen large volumes, and wafted a 
very conficerable fortune by her attempts to propagate her cx- 
travagant dreams: 

| The Virgin of Venice, an old woman, who, fupported by 
Poftel, called herfelf the Mefiah of women. 

4 Madame Guyon, a lady of greatbeauty and forture, who 
in the reign of Lou's XIV. preached the dodirine of pure love, 
and renewed the extravagancies of quictifm. 

** Niuon Lenclofs, 2 woman of gallantry of the laf age. 
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Yet furely it requires but a {mail degree of 
attention to be (iruck with that wondertul her- 
mony Which reigns throughout the univerfe, 
and to be ambitious of tiveiligating its fecret 
fprings. This is a Jarge volume which is open 
to all; here a patie of beantiful eyes niay em- 
ploy themfelves without being fatigued. This 
atuiable tindy will banifh langour trom the fo- 
ber amufements of the country, and repair that 
waite of intellect which is caufed by the diflipa- 
tion of the Women be too much 
excited to raile their eyes to objects like thele, 
which they but too oiten debafe on fuch as are 
unworiby of them. 

The fex is more capable of attention than 
we imagine: what they chiefly want isa well 
directed application, There is fearcely a young 
girl who has not read with eageruels a grea 
number of idle romences, and peurile tales, 
fuficient to corrupt ber imagination and eloud 
her underitanding. If the had devoted the fame 
time to the f{tudy of hiflory, the would in thefe 
varied feenes which the world offers to view, 
have found facts more intereiting, and inftruec- 
tion Wiich only truth can give, 

Thofe Qriking pictures, that are difplayed 
in the annals of the human race, are highly pro- 
per to direct the judyzment, and form the heart. 
Women have at a!] times had fo great a hhare in 
events, and have acted ‘o many different parts, 
that they may wiih resfon contider our archives 
as their own: nay, there are many of them who 
Lave written menioirs of the feveral events of 
which they had been eye witnefles. Mademoi- 
felle de Moutpenticr, Madame Némours, Ma- 
came de Mottevilic, are of thisnumber, Cihrif- 
tina of Pifan, daughter to the altronomer, pat- 
ronifed by the emperor Charles the ffth, has 
given us the life of that prince; and long before 
her, the princefs Anna Comnerus wrote the hif- 

Story of her owa times, We ca!) spon the ladies 
to affert their rights, and from the ftudy of hif- 
tory to extract uleful leflons for the conduct 
of life. 

This ftudy alike pleafing and iuftruGtive, will 
naturally lead to that of the fine arts, which it is 
fit the ladies fiould have a lefs fuperticial know- 
ledge of. The arts are in themfelves too amiable 
to need any recommendation to the fex: allthe 
objects they offer to their view have fome anal- 
ogy to women, and are like them adorned with 
the brighte{t colours, The mind is agreeably 
foothed by thofe imazes which poetry, p-inting, 
and mufic trace out to it, efpecially it they are 
found to agree with purity of manners, It was 
thefe three charming arts, which, in the latt 
reign, rendered mademoifelle Chcron, fo cele- 
brated; a lady in whom the talents of Sappho, 


tuwil. Cunnot 


of M---, and of Rofatba, were united. 

To familiarize ourfelves with the arts is in 
fome degree to create a new fenfe, So agreeably 
have they imitated nature, nay, fo often have 
they embellithed it, that whoever cultivates 
thei, will in them always find a fruitful fource 
of new pleafures. 
the encroachments of languor and wearine’s by 
this addition to our natural riches; and furely 
when we may fo eafily transfer to ourfelves the 

{ 


We ought to provide ayainit 


— oe . f 2.1 
potietion of that multitude of pleafing ides 
Which they have created, it would be the highe! 
sist ikea. 4 oo aes othe , 
ftupidity to negiedt fuch an advantage. 
There is no reafon to fear that the ledics, 
anntuina nieltupe Ondiee ;! 
by applving themfetves to thefe ttudies, will 
throw a thade over the natural graces of their 
Wit, No, on the contrary, thofe vraces 
placed i) @ more confpicdous point of 
What can equal the pleafure 


Vb ill BE 
view $ 
“we receive irom 
the converfation of 2 woman who is more foli- 
citous to adoro her mind than her perfon? In 


the company of fuch women there can be no fa- 
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things with a graceful fimplicity is peculiar to 
thea: it is they whu call torth the powers ol 
wit in men, and communicate to them that 
eafy elegance which is never to be acquired 
in the clofet. 

But what prefervative is there egainft wea- 
rinefs and difgull in the fociety of women of 
weuk and unimproved uncerttauding 2? In vain 
do they endeavor to filthe void of their con- 
verfation with infipid gaiety ; they foon exhautt 
the fund of fi fhionable trifl)es, the news of the 
day, and hackneyed compliments; they are at 
lenzth o jiged to have re courfe to fcancal, and 
it is well if they fiop there: a commerce ia 
which there is nothing folid muil be either 
mean or criminal, 

There is but one way to make it more va- 
ried and more interefling. If ladies of the firlt 
rank wonld condefcend to form their tafe upon 
our beft authors, and collect ideas from their 
ufeful writings, converfation would take ano- 
ther caft: their ocknowledged merit would 
banifi that fwarm of noify impertinents who 
flutter about them, and who endeavor to ren- 
der them as contemptible as themfelves; men 
of fenfe and Jearning would then frequent their 
affemblies, and form a circle more worthy of 
the name of gcod company. 

Inthis new circle gaiety would not be ban- 
ifhed, but refined by delicacy and wit. Meritis 
not auftere inits nature; there is a calm and 
uniform cheerfulnefs that runs through the con- 
verfation of perfons of real undertianding, 
which is far preferable to the noify mirth of 
ignorance and folly, Thofe focieties formed by 
the Sevignes, the Fayettes, the Seblicres, with 
the Vivonnes, the La Fares, and Kouchefou- 
caults, were furely more pleafing than the af- 
femblies of our days. Among them learning 
Was not pedantic, nor wifdom fevere; and fub- 
jecis of the highelt importance were treated 
with all the fprightlinefs of wit. 

The ladies mult allow me once more to re- 
peat to them that the only means of charming, 
and of charming long, is to improve their 
minds; good fenfe gives beauties which are not 
fubject to fade like the lillies and rofes of their 
ckeeks, but will prolong the power of an agree- 
able woman to the automn of her life*. Ifthe 
fex would not have their influence confined to 
the {hort triumph of a day, they muft improve 
their natural talents by fludy, and the conver- 
fation of men of letters, Neglect will not then 
{teal upon them in proportion as their bloom 
decays; but they will unite in themfelves all 
the advantages of both fexes. 

We live no lenger in au age when preju- 
dice condemned wemen es welias the nobility, 
to a flhametu) iguorance. The ridicule with 
which pedantry was treated had fo much dif- 
credited every kind of knowledge, that there 
were many ladies who thougbt it graceful to 
murder their native language 5 but fome were 
fiill found, who, fhaking off the ycke of faihion, 
vioutured to think jufily, and fpeak with propri- 
ety; and even at this time there are a fimall 
nuipber who are 
learned than tlhe idle man of fafhicn, and the 
fluctering courticr, 





* It was by her wit that the Dutchefs of Vatentinois 
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Diversity, 
dd er — 
A COQUETTE’S ACCOUNT OF HERSELF, 


1 AM, you muft know, a young woman whofe 
whole cdependance is on my perfon and accom- 
plifhments ; and, as | would willingly be mar- 
ried to aman of fortune, a defcription of both 
may be neccflary.—In the firft place, t havea 
fweet figure, chariping teeth, and the ficett eyes 
in the world ; my face has a good dea) of whoie- 
fome fleth and biood about it, and | fancy myfelf 
poflefied of a conflitution very little favourable 
to the phy ficians,—Then, as for my aceomplifh- 
mets, }can fing wll the fongs in Artaxerxes like 
a Billington or a Banti, have anatural tafle for 
extravagance and pleafure, and am paffionately 
fond of running into debt.—I am, inthe firic& 
fenfe of the word, a bewitching gir), and very 
happily calculated to break a hufband’s heart. 
If any gentleman, therefore, has the lea({t inclin- 
ation to be miade both miferable and a beggar, 
he can by no means apply to any perfon more 
devoted to his fervicc,—But then | expect fettle- 
ments pretty confiderable. For msking a no- 
blemaa unhappy, I could not think of Jefs than 
two thoufand a year, though fifteen hundred 


| might poflibly be accepted from a commoner. 


You may, perhaps, laugh, at hearing me talk 
of making the man miferable who fhall honour 
me with his hand, as an argument in my favor; 
but you do not remember, that the more uni- 
verful any cuftom is, the more fafhioaable it mutt 
be confidered; anc that making each other 
wretched is one of the polite{t accomplifhments 
among certain people of diltinétion.— Not but 
that 1 can preferve appearances tolerably well: 
I] conld fay ** My life!’ to a hufband, at the fame 
time that I was winking at another men in com- 
pany ; and call him ‘'A dear creature !"? at the 
very time that I thought him tke greateft brute 
in the univerfe. 
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FEMALE TALKERS. 


IN a country chureb, where it is the cuftom 
for the men to be placed on one fide, and the 
women on the other, a clergyman one day found 
himfelf completely interrupted, in the midit of 
his fermon, by the talking of fome ot the con- 
gregation. So loud were the voices, that the 
parfon was obliged to ftop his difcourfe, and 
take notice of this breach ofdecorum. A wo. 
man immediately rofe, and wifhing to clear her 
own fex from the imputation, faid, Obferve, fir, 
it is not on our fide.x—So muck the better, good 
woman, fo much the better, anfwered the parfon, 
it will be the fooner over. 


hi hk AO Od: de> DY De 
APHORISMS. 


A GREAT Woman not imperious; a fair 
woman not vain; a woman o! common talents 
not jealous; an accomplifhed woman, who 
{corns to fhine—are four WONDERS, jult great 
enough to be divided among the four quarters 





_ of the Globe :—At least, so said LAVATER. 
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charmed three fuccefiive monarchs,and preferved her influence , 


to an cxtreme old age. It was to their wit that Madame de 





Verac, Madam ‘Tenein, ard feveral ether ladies owed their 
power of charming when youth was fled, ‘The graces of a 





Hien, if my veice fhould prove 
Unsttun’d to tender love, 

Read my thoughts, withont difzuife, 
Ever peaking from my eyes: 

For, howe’er my voice may te, 
Firm-my Aeart’s attached to thee, 


A A A 


We fee people, as in perfpestive, at the firit 
vifit; and mot until we have hod fome acquaint- 

nee do we fee them clearly end in nature, 

Our ignorance clouds over more things than 
our learning can cifipate. 

The toilet of a woman is an altar, erected by 
felf-loveto venily. 

Women, anxious to pleafe, in general difvalt, 

Hymen comes when te is called, and jove 
when he pleafes, 

If you think that which ought to difpleafe a 
greeable, it is bad tafte ; and if you have not ret 
olution to quit what di'pleaies you, it is weak- 
nefs. 

A good reputation isa magnificent tombftone. 
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FOR THE MERRIMACK MAGAZINE. 


MESSRS. GILMANS, 


Tue elegance and taste, as well as the 





philanthropy, displayed in the subjoined piece of , 


poetry, which 


duced me to request its invertion in the Magazine. 
Yours, LYSANDER. 


STANZAS ON BLINDNESS. 


AH, think, if June’s delicious rays 
The eye of forrow cau illu ne, 
Or wi!d December’s beamlefs days 
Can fling o’er all a tranfient gloom. 
Ah, think, if tkies, ob{cure or bright, 
Can thus deprefs, or cheer the mind, 
Ah, think, mid clouds of utter night, 
W hat mournful moments wait the b/ind! 


And who can tell his caufe for woe ? 

To love the wile he ne'er mult fee, 
To be a Sire, yet not to know 

The {filent babe that climbs his knee, 
To have his feelings daily torn, 

With pain the pafling meal to find, 
To live diftre(s’d, and die forlorn, 

Are ills that oft await the blind ! 


If to the breezy uplands led, 
At noon, or blufhing eve, or morn, 
He hears the red-breatt o’er his head, 


Whileround him breathes the fcented thorn, 


But ah! inflead of Nature's face 
Hills, dales, & woods, & {treams combin’d, 
Inftead of tints, and torms, and grace, 
Night's blackett mantle fhrouds the blind! 


If rofy youth bereft of fight 
Midft countlefs thoufands pines unbleft, 
As the gay flower withdrawn trom light 
Bows to that earth where all mutt reit, 
Ah, think! when life’s declining hours 
To chilling Pen’ry are confign’d, 
And pain has palfied all his powers, 
Ah, think ! what woes await the blind. 
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FOR THE MERRIMACK MAGAZINE. 
MESSRS, GILMANS, 


WHEN an opportunity offers for the ine: 
vertion of this selection, by giving it a place you 
will gratify one who wishes success to your laud-| 


able undertaking. AWKABEL 


TRUE BENEVOLENCE. 


Afi! why repine, Philander, at thy lot? 
View the poor peafant in his hunrole cot: 


attracted my attention on pe- ! 
rusing a Liverpool paper of March last,in which 
it appeared, as an original produc ‘tion, have in- | 


i 





His tittle offspring pierce him with their cries, 


Ou the ftraw pallet, lo! the mother iies, 
Devoid of comfort, and of geuerous aid, 
By grief and ticknefs funk into a fhade. 


Ye rich, ye great, who waite on fumptuons fare, 


What might fo many refcue trom defpair 5 
O learn the trueit luxary to know, 

That of relieving indigence and woe ; 
Affwage the widow's and the orp'iiu’s tear, 
You'll find the joy you give, return iincere, 
Let not the mansers of the prefent aze, 
Wanerve the hero, and infett the faye: 

‘Fo foothe ithe adlicted, fucconr the diitrefs’¢ 


do pour the balm in virtue’s {uff ring breatt, 


Of placid tear will even death difarm, 
Whea carihly grandeur lotes po 


ver tocharm. 








SERENADE. 


Sorry refound each filvery ftring, 

Yield gentleit tones that chords can bring, 
Exenia takes her rett; 

But ii to fweet repofe’s (way, 

Some troubling thought denies the way, 
With love infpire her breatt: 


Impart fome tenger fapphic ftraia, 

Let welting love throughout complain, 
And reach her inmott (oul ; 

And as it floats in vernal gales 

‘Bearing the iragrance of the wales) 
My heart-born fighs {hall rotl, 


And thou, fwee 

Toe brighteit charms of form and mind, 
We fee in lutive fhine ; 

That tondeit hope fet me enjoy, 

Tr will all my paiatul cares dettroy) 
That thou wilt foon be mine. 


KO Op re 


A SONG. 


Damon I love, yet kuow not why ; 
But well 1 kuow | foncly love ; 

For me he heaves the teader figh, 
And kindred fighs my bofum prove. 


Yet never did this tongue esprefs 

The vows that common lovers frame, 
Nor have I ventur’d to coniefs 

Our guilele(s wifhes are the fame. 


Friendthip, unheeding, paved the way 
To mutual love’s enchanting power ; 
The bloffom of the vernal day, 


Thus torms the fweet, the beauteous flower. 


And when the flower fhall fade and die, 
Nor leave a fingle charm behind, 

Our pafiion fhail e’en time deiy, 
Aud bloom eternal as the mind, 
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TREACHERY. 


IN virgin {weetnels, near a grove, 
MARIA in retirement dwelt ; 
She fought no gem but Parents’ love, 
No finile but Friendfhip’s ever felt, 
Till Flattery, ufing ali his charms, 
To her pure heart fuggetting joy ; 
Allur’d the victim to his arms, 
And bafely conquer’d to deftroy. 
Epwaro obferv’d his conqueft fure ; 
He proudly triamph’d to perceive 
A Ruftic’s love fo true and pure 
Tien Icit the haplefs giri to grieve ! 
But, can his bofom calmne/fs know, 
Whien he recalls his odious crime ? 
Muait not the (ting of lalting woe 
Deprive him of eaci: thought fablime ? 
It muft—and now, abforb’d in griet, 
He fighs for Virtue’s caufe betray’d ; 
No change cau proffer kind relief 
From furrows which bis heart pervade. 


For where there’s Bt ruilt to caufe epi 
And confcience Mrinks to find a crime 
No peaceful calmuefs enters there ; 
No hopes can fearful thoughts retign. 
The anchor of relief’s no more, 
Aud fortitude no more returus ; 
The tav’riog glimpfle of pardon’s o’er— 
While itrong remorie tae bofom burus, 
$44 OF Or em 
FPICRAM TO A FALSE MISTRESS, 


My hearc (till hovering round about you, 
I thought Tcould not live without you ; 
Now we have beea two montis afunder, 
How I liv’d with you is the wonder! 


tmaid! in whom combin’d, 
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§ Delightful fate! ta wh: 
6 On earih, to auiedate ? 


m alone is given, 
ie joys “of heaven 
MARRID]—In this town, on Sunday evening 
Barnard, to Mits Charlotte Stickney. 
On Luctday evening lati, by the Rev. 
liam Watts, to Mrs. saily Goodhue. 


lat, Mr. Joha 
Mr. Dana, Mr. Wil- 


—— © ——= 
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Dit aeyp ve 
© Hope humbly then, with trembling pinious foar, 
* Wail tlic great teacher, Death, « ud God adure |? 
DIED]—In Portimouth, Mrs, Abigail Pickeri : aged 63, 


Mifs Hannh Fields, aged 23. 

In Witcatiet, a Child of Mr. Join Holmes, aged 4 years. 
‘The circumilances attending che death of this child, thould 
furve as Caution to parents, and to perfons cacruiied with the 
care of chiliren, as fuch melancholy accidents to irequently 
occur.—=—A young woman wao was left in the home with the 
child, had taken oif a large pot of boiling water, which the 
placed on the hearth, and having oceation to go out for tome 
wood, left the child playing with a puppy near the nre, the 
was abfent only aicw moments,but on hei return the found the 
child fallen backward into the pot and icaided in a moit thock- 
ing Manner, io that after languilaing afew hours he expired. 
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Co Readers and C ectapernense, 


Fipecia’s ¢ Keflections,’ are sulerted with 
plealure,——ti wiil vc highly gratifying to the 
ieditors tu ieceive a Continuation of ber favors, 
and we hope jiuat her Jeifure and inclination wilj 
coulpire to flavour our withes. 


‘ Lines ou Spring,’ from the fame hand, are 
poetical, and as they embrace a moit excellent 
moral fentiment we cannot wait the arrival of 
the featon ior thew inlertion ; they thall appeat 
in our next numoer, 


HonortaA, ARABEL, aud LYSANDER, are 
thanked tor their jelected commenications, in- 
ferted ihis day. We bope to be gratified with 
a comlitivance of their correipondeace, 


While others boaft of the entire originality 
of their publications, ours may not poilets lets 
real merit, though it contill principally of felec- 
tions. Original communications, however, will 
ever be received with thanks trom thufe who, 
fuperior to the fear of euwvious criticifin, may 
dare venture to contribute to our columus. 

Now in the Pp ess of WwW. 
AND WEX'T WEEK WILL BE ron. ISHED, 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL, 


MEANS AND ENDS : 


A Sermon, preached at the ordination of 
the Rev. Timorsy Crakk, to the paftoral care 
of the church ot Chrift, in Greenfi ld, Jan. I, 
1800: By the Rev. Asa Burron, A. M. Pajior 
of the Church of Chrifi in Thetford. 

SECOND EDITION. 

Thofe who may with to become pofleffed 
ofa  Velenie Difeourfe on this fobjeét will make 
at early application at the Magaz zine-Ollice, 
Middle: ftree:, Dec. aie 











& | Gilman, 
FOR SALE 





_— O- 
LATELY PUBLISHED, 
AND ae SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 
CHEAP EDIVION OF 


POPE’ s ESSAY ON MAN. 


See OOH PES a co ie is oe ee aoe ras o% ty ee 


NEWBURYPORT, (ass.) 
PUBLISHED ON SATURDAYS, 


By W. GJ. GI LMA N, 


AT THEIR PRINTING-OFFICE, 
No. 4. Middle-Strect, 


Twe Dollars, per ye car—Payable half-yearly in advance. 
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